Archives Place Classified Ad Subscribe Ad Rates Contact Weekly Ads |Search GO  welcome! Login [Signup

LOCAL NEWS

SANTA FE<* NEW MEXICAN ear

.

HOME SPORTS OPINION  PASATIEMPO MAGAZINES MULTIMEDIA LIFE  CALENDAR REAL ESTATE SUBSCRIBE  CLASSIFIEDS

Thanks for visiting Santa Fe New Mexican. If you are 7-day print
subscriber, please create an online account and then click 'subscribe’ to activate
your unlimited access. Otherwise, you're entitled toview 5 free articles every
30 days. Then, if you enjoy our site and want full access, we'll ask you to

Remaining } The City of Santa Fe Invites you to:
J A Workshop on how to comply with the

purchase an affordable subscription. City of Santa Fe Residential
Green Building Code Update

Mayor defends ‘sanctuary’ =
status as city gets EPA grant [ . oo

DON'T BE CAUGHT UNAWARE!!
Print Font Size: A Workshop will be held:
TUESDAY, JANUARY 24TH, 2017 FROM 8 TO 9AM
AT CITY HALL - INTHE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
200 Lincoln Avenue, Santa fe, NM

Posted: Thursday, January 5, 2017 11:12 pm | Updated: 12:45 am, FriJan 6, 2017.

NEWS VIDEO

By Daniel J. Chacén
The New Mexican

The city of Santa Fe will continue to seek federal grants despite President-elect
Donald Trump’s threat to cut off federal funding to “sanctuary” cities that don’t
use local resources to help enforce federal immigration laws, Mayor Javier
Gonzales said Thursday.
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Santa Fe’s mayor became a de facto spokesman for sanctuary cities last year when
he defended their policies in widely circulated interviews with Fox News, CNN and
other media outlets. Gonzales made his Thursday comments during a news
conference at which city officials announced a $150,000 grant from the federal

Environmental Protection Agency. G—STq NTAYFE

“We fully are prepared to go forward and not only defend our status but to MOTOR{SPORTS
continue to seek more federal funds to invest in our community because we have

positioned ourselves to be able to be good models for what can happen with those HSEWHERESHESCUNIEEGINS
federal funds to improve the lives of its citizens,” Gonzales said. 2534 CAMINO ENTRADA SANTA FE, NM 87507

PHOMNE: 505-438-1888 | TOLL FREE: 877-479-4833

Santa Fe is one of five cities in the nation that received one of the EPA grants
under the Obama administration. The money will be used for “long-term
stormwater management and planning,” said Melissa McDonald, the city’s river
and watershed coordinator.

“It’s going to be a 12- to 18-month project,” she said. “We are going to receive
$150,000 in technical assistance to write or rewrite our own stormwater
management plan.”

Gonzales said the city could work on a variety of initiatives, from capturing storm
runoff for irrigation to expanding a program of releasing reservoir water into the
mostly dry bed of the Santa Fe River.

When asked whether sticking to Santa Fe’s sanctuary city policy gave him any
pause, given Trump’s promise to try to withhold federal funds from such cities,
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Gonzales said: “Not at all.” FLYERS AND COUPONS

“Santa Fe fully intends to apply for every federal grant opportunity that exists out
there,” he said. “I believe that we have fully earned the right to be able to apply for
federal grants and receive them.”

The EPA grant announcement comes as the City Council prepares to consider a
resolution “reaffirming, with pride, the status of the city of Santa Fe as a
sanctuary for immigrants and calling for the strengthening of policies that will
reinforce this status.”

“This is doubling down,” Councilor Joseph Maestas, who is co-sponsoring the
resolution with Councilor Renee Villarreal, told the Albuquerque Journal. “We’re
thumbing our nose at this incoming administration.”

. . . . . View more w eekly ads
Gonzales, who is actively involved with the U.S. Conference of Mayors, said that

“there is a belief among other mayors nationally” that only law enforcement grants Tweets by @thenewmexican
could be in jeopardy if Trump follows through on his threat. Santa Fe last year
received about $20,000 from the federal government for body cameras for police

Follow The Santa Fe New Mexican

officers.
You
“Most likely, if the federal government pursues penalizing sanctuary cities because —
of that status, the belief among many who have looked at this is that those funds
would be limited to the law enforcement side of the house,” the mayor said.
Crr . : o , ) . MOST READ
Having said all that, it’s very early. We don’t know what the president-elect is
going to do. We don’t know if the statements that he made during the campaign 1.Students, colleagues mourn loss of
will in fact be translated into direction to begin these deportation raids or to counselor who ‘impacted so many lives’

penalize cities that have the sanctuary status. 9 Game wardens in Kansas killed a deer

in front of the family that kept it as a pet

3.Snow, cold front headed to Northern
New Mexico

An EPA regional administrator, Ron Curry, a former Santa Fe city manager and
one-time Cabinet secretary under former Gov. Bill Richardson, said he didn’t

know whether the $150,000 grant is in any jeopardy. . .
4.New Mexico still ranks near bottom

r h | .
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“How the new administration will interpret anything like this, I cannot tell you for education quauty

how that will be done,” said Curry, who plans to leave the federal agency in two 5.Many claim they’ve solved Forrest
weeks when Trump is sworn into office. Fenn riddle, but treasure hunt continues

6.Impasse cuts KOAT from DirecTV
Contact Daniel J. Chacon at 505-986-3089 or dchacon@sfnewmexican.com. lineup

Follow him on Twitter @danieljchacon. 7.In deep hole, a chance for economic
improvement

8.Storm closes schools, brings cold
temps
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Joe Martinez

Santa Fe has the right idea. With a little help those "undocummented immigrants" can be
know how they'll vote. California does it some way or other. And dont forget, they do worl
money will keep on coming. We have two senators and two congress reps with influence.
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