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Everyone knows that the new pontiff’s choice of “Francis” for a papal name was a
good idea. Not only is Saint Francis d’ Assisi the patron saint of the Royal City of
Santa Fe (and we’re so cool!), but Francis was also an ecologist, an animal lover,
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and a good example for folks who’d like to maintain a respectful relationship with
God’s creation. Given the dangerous levels of climate change here in our little
corner of the cosmos, let’s pray the “Francis” choice wasn’t just smart marketing.
Let’s take the “Frank” message exactly as that: a frank and honest sign that one of
our most conservative institutions is about to take Earth stewardship seriously.

Fortunately, if Francis were to take a deeply ecological stand, a brief exegesis of
John indicates he’d have decent Biblical backup. One example comes from a
reinterpretation of the ancient Greek word λογος, found three times in John 1
(v.1): Εν αρχῇ ῆν ὁ λογος και ὁ λογος ῆν προς τον θεόν και θεός ῆν ὁ λογος.

Of the 40 translations I found online, each translates as λογος, “the Word,” but in
ancient Greek, “logos” can also mean “law,” “thought,” “logic,” “ratio,” and
“relationship.” Let’s leave aside the logical question about “the Word” existing “at
the beginning” when no one would be there to speak or listen. Since John is about
the relationship between God and humanity, and since the idea of a “relationship”
seems to be, simultaneously, the most preternatural, all-important, and
interesting concept of all, I prefer this version:

“In the beginning was relationship, and relationship was with God, and
relationship was God.”

Unsurprisingly, my translation fits well with permaculture philosophy.
Relationships are critical when we apply permaculture’s principles of cooperation,
synergy, redundancy, edge, microclimates, diversity, and unlimited yields. The
“relationship” idea is also at the genesis of Bill Mollison’s tome, Permaculture. He
writes that permaculture starts with a three-fold ethic where you can’t have one
without the others. The ethics, Mollison says, are “care for planet Earth, care for
people, and reduce your consumption.” The inherent relationship between these
ethics is this: if we don’t care for God’s creation, we won’t exist, but if our basic
needs are not met, we cannot care for the planet; therefore we need to do both.
However, if we don’t reduce our use of natural resources, we’re all heading to our
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last supper anyway, so we’d better do all three.

To protect our planet for future souls, we’ll need all hands on deck, so if Rome
decides to become a major player on James Hansen and Vandana Shiva’s team,
I’m all for it. And in case anybody up there’s listening, if the Church actually steps
up big time with an enlightened ecological world-view, I solemnly swear to sing
the “Hallelujah Chorus” from the top of Monte Sol. Who’s with me? Horns and
harps will be welcomed, too!

Nate Downey is the author of Harvest the Rain (Sunstone Press, 2010) and the
president of Santa Fe Permaculture, Inc. You can contact him through his
company website, www.permadesign.com.

Posted in  Hom e on  Saturday, April 6,  2013 7:00 am .

MOST READ MOST COMMENTED

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/content/tncms/live/#1
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/content/tncms/live/#0
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/home
http://www.permadesign.com/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/road-extension-stirs-fears-in-eldorado-about-increased-crime-and/article_eba4ac25-5e6b-541a-8daf-0bc9dbbcec68.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/many-claim-they-ve-solved-forrest-fenn-riddle-but-treasure/article_3605fc91-a501-5764-b47e-5bf2efdab234.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/health_and_science/doctors-honored-for-neuro-acupuncture-miracles/article_cb62cc39-58f2-5ebe-bd6c-1b73d3fac3ac.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/judge-sentences-duran-to-days-jail-time-fines/article_7d16872e-7da0-5de8-af33-4fc9dae1aa6f.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/teen-suspected-of-drag-racing-crashes-into-seven-cars/article_2d1662e9-6c48-5133-95ae-75ad8ff5841d.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/home/home/article_b4372c8b-31c5-5f05-8fb5-2e22f07fe761.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/home/new-mexico-has-a-first-yes/article_5dace063-bb8b-5c94-9f54-fcc4487fec7c.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/home/harvest-the-rain-with-a-garden/article_95085264-0f1a-5ff1-8c16-66e54c340504.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/home/recent-home-and-land-sales/article_0a055da3-c1cb-5f05-bd7a-cc3835eca581.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/home/sundt-celebrating-quasquicentennial/article_e1ae6a68-ab99-56f3-b0e2-5efc0204718e.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/home/permaculture-in-practice-francis-gives-us-a-chance-for-hope/article_9d16e3d8-31f3-51bf-9d31-a68c5e7762be.html?mode=print
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/haunted-by-history-a-professor-speaks-against-trump/article_7f4b5410-0fb3-5811-a281-bffa0958ac57.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/taste/secrets-of-posole-new-mexico-s-go-to-comfort-food/article_5ea6d7ca-3ec0-5fd0-9b37-1072ceadc86b.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/business/downtown-vacation-rental-business-sues-airbnb/article_ebc6e69b-899e-5412-b5be-4e82aa1c455d.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/road-extension-stirs-fears-in-eldorado-about-increased-crime-and/article_eba4ac25-5e6b-541a-8daf-0bc9dbbcec68.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/many-claim-they-ve-solved-forrest-fenn-riddle-but-treasure/article_3605fc91-a501-5764-b47e-5bf2efdab234.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/health_and_science/doctors-honored-for-neuro-acupuncture-miracles/article_cb62cc39-58f2-5ebe-bd6c-1b73d3fac3ac.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/judge-sentences-duran-to-days-jail-time-fines/article_7d16872e-7da0-5de8-af33-4fc9dae1aa6f.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/teen-suspected-of-drag-racing-crashes-into-seven-cars/article_2d1662e9-6c48-5133-95ae-75ad8ff5841d.html
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.santafenewmexican.com%2flife%2fhome%2fpermaculture-in-practice-francis-gives-us-a-chance-for-hope%2farticle_9d16e3d8-31f3-51bf-9d31-a68c5e7762be.html&id=ma-151218165520-58304413
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

9.Is Santa Fe a weather wimp? Decision
to close schools is not an easy one

10.St. Francis Cathedral opens Holy
Doors for first time

Rules of Conduct

Click the text above to view

For g ot?

Rem em ber m e on this com puter

Screen Nam e or Em ail

Password

Welcome to the discussion.

javascript:void(0)
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/st-francis-cathedral-opens-holy-doors-for-first-time/article_9199570f-dd54-5d9b-920a-d4aa656d0561.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/education/is-santa-fe-a-weather-wimp-decision-to-close-schools/article_1b1caba4-c5c8-5a04-a830-9b7039036eb0.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Boc_OxYB0VrrSINaO3AGWgYfYAs_Q8uMHAAAAEAEg9ez3ATgAWI_oiPaYAmDJtt-N_KSoE7IBGXd3dy5zYW50YWZlbmV3bWV4aWNhbi5jb226AQswMGdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBmAFodHRwOi8vd3d3LnNhbnRhZmVuZXdtZXhpY2FuLmNvbS9saWZlL2hvbWUvcGVybWFjdWx0dXJlLWluLXByYWN0aWNlLWZyYW5jaXMtZ2l2ZXMtdXMtYS1jaGFuY2UtZm9yLWhvcGUvYXJ0aWNsZV85ZDE2ZTNkOC0zMWYzLTUxYmYtOWQzMS1hNjhjNWU3NzYyYmUuaHRtbJgCnTvAAgLgAgDqAhUvMTA5NTk1NS9yYWlsLW1pZGRsZTH4AvfRHpADpAOYA6wCqAMByAOZBOAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GiiqtQDFoJBmJL7PgblOuwL&sig=AOD64_0OcQ0Fel3Xp6X9pJu2grZ0raQjYQ&client=ca-pub-4054667899908459&adurl=http://lamontanita.coop/%3Futm_source%3DSFNM%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3DBetcha_Robin
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.santafenewmexican.com%2flife%2fhome%2fpermaculture-in-practice-francis-gives-us-a-chance-for-hope%2farticle_9d16e3d8-31f3-51bf-9d31-a68c5e7762be.html&id=ma-151218165520-58304413
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Print comments

Login

Need a n  a ccou n t? Cr ea te on e n ow .

https://santafenewmexican-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/signup/?referer_url=%2Flife%2Fhome%2Fpermaculture-in-practice-francis-gives-us-a-chance-for-hope%2Farticle_9d16e3d8-31f3-51bf-9d31-a68c5e7762be.html#user-comment-area
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/home/permaculture-in-practice-francis-gives-us-a-chance-for-hope/article_9d16e3d8-31f3-51bf-9d31-a68c5e7762be.html?mode=print-comments
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.santafenewmexican.com%2flife%2fhome%2fpermaculture-in-practice-francis-gives-us-a-chance-for-hope%2farticle_9d16e3d8-31f3-51bf-9d31-a68c5e7762be.html&id=ma-151218165520-58304413
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bl_FuxYB0Vr7SINaO3AGWgYfYAse9xuYHAAAAEAEg9ez3ATgAWLfUn_-xAmDJtt-N_KSoE7IBGXd3dy5zYW50YWZlbmV3bWV4aWNhbi5jb226AQswMGdmcF9pbWFnZcgBA9oBmAFodHRwOi8vd3d3LnNhbnRhZmVuZXdtZXhpY2FuLmNvbS9saWZlL2hvbWUvcGVybWFjdWx0dXJlLWluLXByYWN0aWNlLWZyYW5jaXMtZ2l2ZXMtdXMtYS1jaGFuY2UtZm9yLWhvcGUvYXJ0aWNsZV85ZDE2ZTNkOC0zMWYzLTUxYmYtOWQzMS1hNjhjNWU3NzYyYmUuaHRtbJgC0MjiVsACAuACAOoCFS8xMDk1OTU1L3JhaWwtYm90dG9tMvgC99EekAOkA5gDrAKoAwHIA5kE4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GgutF-BcWxjfOAnkElc6Dnx&sig=AOD64_3Hvfw-lVA9IDxI1f6zyS9QobKGJw&client=ca-pub-4054667899908459&adurl=http://clairelange.com/%3Futm_source%3DSFNewMexican%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3DNovember
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.santafenewmexican.com%2flife%2fhome%2fpermaculture-in-practice-francis-gives-us-a-chance-for-hope%2farticle_9d16e3d8-31f3-51bf-9d31-a68c5e7762be.html&id=ma-151218165520-58304413
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Sections
Home
New s
Spor ts
Opinion
Pasatiempo
Magaz ines
Lif e
Mult imedia
Weather

Services
Place Class if ied A d
Subsc r iption Serv ices
Submiss ion Forms
Site Index
Featured A ds
Featured A ds  Repr ints
Open House Lis tings
Open House Re-Pr ints
A dd Search Toolbar
Commerc ial Pr inting
A d Rates

Connections

Phone  num be r : 505-983-3303
E-m ail:
w ebeditor@s f new mex ican.com
Addr e s s : 202 E. Marcy  St.
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Contac t us

The Taos  New s

The Sangre de Cr is to Chronic le

Enchanted Homes  Real Es tate Magaz ine

 A ll 
 New s  
 Spor ts  

 Pasatiempo 
 Magaz ines  
 Lif e 

 Opinion 
 Photos  
 V ideo 

Search

Search  Search

Search in:

© Copy righ t  2015, T h e Sa n t a  Fe New Mexica n , Sa n t a  Fe, NM.

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/
http://enchantedhomeseller.com/
http://www.sangrechronicle.com/
http://taosnews.com/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/site/contact.html
mailto:webeditor@sfnewmexican.com
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.santafenewmexican.com/advertising'));
javascript:void(window.open('http://santafenewmexican.com/app/Advertising/cpd/welcome.html'));
javascript:window.external.AddSearchProvider('http://www.santafenewmexican.com/search/opensearch/generic.xml');
javascript:void(window.open('https://newmexican.wufoo.com/forms/open-house-map-pick-up-form/'));
javascript:void(window.open('http://216.197.115.137/index.cfm?module=openhouse'));
javascript:void(window.open('https://newmexican.wufoo.com/forms/rerun-or-pick-up-featured-ad-form/'));
javascript:void(window.open('https://newmexican.wufoo.com/forms/k7p9k5/'));
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/site/site_index/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/site/forms/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/site/services/
javascript:void(window.open('http://secure.adpay.com/adwizard_login.aspx?a=59706132633568526B51514B7743302B4A4D38753258475651506C33597867647A58634975736E4675517A34564264673766395542467472376D57512F78702F'));
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/weather/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/multimedia/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/magazines/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasatiempo/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/sports/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.santafenewmexican.com%2flife%2fhome%2fpermaculture-in-practice-francis-gives-us-a-chance-for-hope%2farticle_9d16e3d8-31f3-51bf-9d31-a68c5e7762be.html&id=ma-151218165520-58304413
http://pdfcrowd.com

