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Butterfly
canyon

Create a sheltered front entrance
to please winged visitors too
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BASKING IN THE SUN out of the wind Is a pleasure for many

living creatures. The below-grade entrance to this Sant

S, Says landscape desis
it

Multitiered raised beds and house walls p

Downey, who helped crea

from breezes. The fountain in the center provides the butt
with a necessary supply of water. (After spilling down the colum
it moistens the rocks below before disappearing underground
siphoning water from a puddle beneath wet rocks is a butterfly’s
preferred way to drink.) Then Downey packed the area with
nectar-rich plants such as lavender and buddleja, which supply
the butterflies with a ready food source

When Downey was brought into the project, the basic design
of the entrance was already in place, but most of the plants had
died. So he added a few more feet to the tiered wall and filled the
planting area behind it with good-quality topsoil; improved the
irrigation system so the plants would survive; and then brought in
plants more suited to the site that would also attract butterflies
and hummingbirds

The warmth, shelter, and intimacy of the spot are as attractive
to humans as they are to wildlife. As the home’s owner says
"] love sitting here in the sun and seeing nothing but plants
and sky."
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reflected warmth from the house and walls also spurs plants to
flower earlier and hang on longer than usual—a real bonus in an
area with a short growing season

2. Take advantage of low-tech water-saving techniques. The
garden was planted during a Stage 3 Drought Emergency in Santa
Fe, when irrigation was allowed only once a week, says Downey.
Deep pipe irrigation—which uses perforated PVC pipes filled with
gravel to direct water to the plants’ root zone—made it possible
(For more information on the subject, visit Santa Fe Permacul-
ture’s website, above.)

3. Place nectar-rich plants close to the house. Downey put butter
fly and hummingbird pleasers near windows and entrances
whenever possible. "Our goal here was for the homeowners to
open their front door and discover butterflies,” he says. m




