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take the plunge

to catch rainfall

TugqQitive water

il was called black gold long
before demand soared and sup-
plies, or ar least easy access to them,
diminished. Warer is clearly more
essential  than gold. Our bodies
arent 96 percent gold, and alas, we
cant trade them in for more water-efficient models, Yet
we are offered this precious giftz iv drops into our gardens
from the sky. and rather than accepr it gladly and use it
well, we pour it into the gutter and pay good money for
a less energizing substiture. This lament was precipitated
by out record wet winter, The mountains gor buried in
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ing skiers far down slope. In the valleys, rans turned din
oads to mid bogs, but thats just pare of the charm of
country living, the earthy aura of adobe-stuccoed pickup

trucks headed to the canvash

Rain is a gifr. Everything seems greener us pore-clogs
ging dust is washed from leaves and readily absorbed
nirogen boosts plant energy. A soaking rain Hushes
excess, growth-stunting salts away from plant oo
encouraging new roor development thae then sustins
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And like yer another Termunator sequel, droughe will
be back with withering vengeance. Narure is genetous;
she also offers many second chances. Summer mine -
ally account for much of our annual precipitanon. Is
your garden designed to carch what falls and keep as
much of it-as is practcal before sending the overfiow
into storm drains—fgitive water on the lam, headed
south of the border? Did the extra rain tum pares of your
garden into mires, erode slopes, and otherwise ciuse
problems? Will another invasion of weeds take advan-
tage of the abundance you ler ship away?
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