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Harvest 


the rain 

A simple collection system 

helps the garden thrive 

in dry times 

BY SHARON COHOON 

PHOTOGRAPH BY CHARLES MANN 

Camilla Crandall's Santa Fe front yard welcomes visitors LO 

l1'r home alld the Maricam Rccurdillg Studio. III f:lll, her gar
den positively glows, thanks in p:lrt to the colorful perenlliab 
chosen by lHlldscape architect Mdissa lVlcDollald: SedulII 
'Autunlll Joy', purple COil 'flower. and Russian sag . nlcsc 
plants arell't just surviving, the;. 're thr iving. thanks to rain· 
water collected in pumice "wicks" that McDonald buill into the 
garden. 11'I{' wicks are silnply trenches lined with ausorbwt 
pumice, then covered with weed barrier and LOpped with soil. 
Rain rUlloff [rom the roof of the hOllse i cJl:tlmcled illto a 

French drain (esselllially a gravel-filled hole)_ FrOIll ther ' . 
drainage pipes direct it to wicks. "Plants n either side 
of the trenches can suckle the llected rainW:llCJ' for weeks," 
McDollald explains . For a detailed deSCliptiOIl and a diagram 
se.e he.r firm's website.. below.) 

Because of this extra nurturing, Crandall's cone Dowers and 
sedul1l bloom long aud O"enerQusly. But she e the next stage 
too: "I leave the brown "ced heads through the ,,,,juter;' "he 
says. '111ey attract birds and look beautiful the snow." 
DUIGH: Melissa McDonald, Sarlta Fe Pcnnacultur ama Fe 

(IZl.lw.sJjJC17l1a{'l/ltliruom or 5051424-4441/). 

Coppery pink 
Sedum 

'Autumn Joy' 
poirs well with 

purple cone

flower and 

lovender-blue 

Russian soge. 

62 SUNSET SEPTEMBER 200. 


