Permaculturein practice

Russian Summer and counterintuition

Russian Summer ... in Santa Fe? When
1 first heard the idea last winter, a “cel-
ebration” of Russian culture in the heart
of the American deserl seemed to me to
scream “flop” Fortunately, my instincts
were wrong.

Al the official websile,
www.russiansummer.con, a calendar of
events as expansive and diverse as the
Motherland herself shricks of success.
Dance, music, history, politics, food,
fashion, and even the theatrical acrobat-
ics of the Flying Karamozov Brothers are
all represented during the season-long
program.

Since it is “in Santa Fe” the visual arls
dominate the scene, including not only
old standby fields like painting, sculpture,
photography, and film but less-familiar
genres such as vintage posters, portrai-
ture, antiques, jewelry, wood carving,
painted eggs and lacquer boxes. For kids
the Santa Fe Children’s Museum is high-
lighting Russian-oriented storytelling,
dancing and puppet making throughout
the summer.

Unfortunately, the “city-wide extrava-
ganza designed to explore, understand,
enjoy and celebrate Russian culture” lacks
a significant proportion of bibliophilic
events. St John's College tutor David
Starr did offer alecture last month called
“Dostovevsky’s Religion of Love™ and
a Dostoyevsky seminar is scheduled at
the college for July 11, but considering
Russian literature’s overwhelming inter-
national influence and eritical acclaim,
Tolstoy, Chekhov, Nabokoy and company
are strangely underrepresented. However,
leaving asicde my writer’s bias, the bottom
line is that organizers should be proud of
creating so many diverse opportunities
poised to enrich the human experience in
our community. Kudos!

And how does subject relate to perma-
culture? “Everything is counter-intuitive,”
Bill Mollison, the granddaddy of perma-
culture, once said during a class in Santa
Fe. For me, Russian Summer is a perfect
example of this. Counter to my intuition,
this ambitious attempt to transplant a cul-
ture has taken root in the City Dilferent,

Lo the point that our civic leaders and,
indeed, anyone interested in promoting
locally owned businesses (as all good
permaculiuralists do) should consider
malking (he promotion of some loreign
culture an annual occurrence.

Bul Russian Summer is also a perfect
example of the particular type of diver-
sity that permaculturalists believe to be
crucial for the stability of any system.
As Mollison explains in Permaculture: A
Designers’ Manual, it is not the number of

diverse components in a system thal leads

to stability, it is the number of beneficial
connections among Lhe various compo-
nents that does so. In other words, when
it comes to construclive diversity, the
quantity of different elements matlers less
than the quantity of meaningful relation-
ships among various elements.

At russiansummer.com we learn not
only that there are scores of different
aspects ol Russian culture to explore
throughout the season, but we also learn
that there are ongoing tours of all of the
participating galleries and that there are a
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number of lectures aboul Russian culture
itsell that endeavaor to connect the vari-
ous events. With a dozen local restaurants
also participating, the greatest connector
of people of them all - food - will serve to
malce the entire summer even maore ful-
filling for all those who participate.
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